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(C) ensure that Tibetan nomads are al-
lowed to continue their way of life on the Ti-
betan Plateau, which they have helped to
preserve for centuries, and are not forcibly
relocated into ‘‘socialist villages’’.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1586. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. MCCAIN)
proposed an amendment to the resolution S.
Res. 279, reaffirming the commitment of the
United States to promote democracy, human
rights, and the rule of law in Cambodia.

———
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1586. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr.
MCcCAIN) proposed an amendment to
the resolution S. Res. 279, reaffirming
the commitment of the United States
to promote democracy, human rights,
and the rule of law in Cambodia; as fol-
lows:

In the preamble, strike the tenth whereas
clause and insert the following:

Whereas the National Democratic Institute
(NDI), the International Republican Insti-
tute (IRI), and other nongovernmental orga-
nizations that advance United States policy
objectives abroad have a long history in
Cambodia and respect unique cultural, his-
torical, and religious differences when pro-
moting policies, engaging local partners, and
building capacity for civil society, democ-
racy, and good governance;

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I have 6
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND
FORESTRY

The Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, November 16, 2017, at 12
p.m., in SR-216 to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, November
16, 2017, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing
on the following nominations: John C.
Rood, of Arizona, to be Under Sec-
retary for Policy, and Randall G.
Schriver, of Virginia, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary, both of the Department
of Defense.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, November 16, 2017,
at 10 a.m., in SH-216 to conduct a hear-
ing on the bill entitled ‘‘Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act.”

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, November
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16, 2017, at 10 a.m., in SD-226 to conduct
a hearing on S. 2070 and the following
nominations: Leonard Steven Grasz, of
Nebraska, to be United States Circuit
Judge for the Eighth Circuit, Terry A.
Doughty, to be United States District
Judge for the Western District of Lou-
isiana, Terry Fitzgerald Moorer, to be
United States District Judge for the
Southern District of Alabama, Mark
Saalfield Norris, Sr., to be United
States District Judge for the Western
District of Tennessee, and Scott W.
Brady, to be United States Attorney
for the Western District of Pennsyl-
vania, and Andrew E. Lelling, to be
United States Attorney for the District
of Massachusetts for the term of four
years, both of the Department of Jus-
tice.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
November 16, 2017, at 2 p.m., in SH-219
to conduct a closed hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OCEANS, ATMOSPHERE,

FISHERIES, AND COAST GUARD

The Subcommittee on Oceans, At-
mosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard
of the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, November 16, 2017,
at 10 a.m., in SR-253 to conduct closed
hearing entitled ‘‘Coast Guard Readi-
ness: How Far Can We Stretch Our Na-
tion’s Only Multi-Mission, Military.”

————

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Abby
Hollenstein and Laura Nowell, law
clerks at the Judiciary Committee, be
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

REAFFIRMING THE COMMITMENT
OF THE UNITED STATES TO PRO-
MOTE DEMOCRACY, HUMAN
RIGHTS, AND THE RULE OF LAW
IN CAMBODIA

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 257, S. Res. 279.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 279) reaffirming the
commitment of the United States to pro-
mote democracy, human rights, and the rule
of law in Cambodia.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part
printed in italic, and with an amend-
ment to strike the preamble and insert
the part printed in italic, as follows:

November 16, 2017

S. RES. 279

Whereas Prime Minister Hun Sen has been in
powey in Cambodia since 1985 and is the longest-
serving leader in Southeast Asia;

Whereas the Paris Peace Accords in 1991 pro-
vided a vital framework, supported by the inter-
national community, intended to help Cambodia
undertake a transition to democracy, including
through elections and multiparty government;

Whereas the United States Govermment, for
more than 25 years, has provided hundreds of
millions of dollars in development aid and other
types of assistance to the people of Cambodia
and funded work in areas including civil soci-
ety, capacity building for nongovernmental or-
ganizations (NGOs), global health, and the
Khmer Rouge Tribunal;

Whereas, despite decades of international at-
tention and assistance to promote a pluralistic,
multi-party democratic system in Cambodia, the
Government of Cambodia continues to be
undemocratically dominated by the ruling Cam-
bodia People’s Party (CPP), which controls
every agency and security apparatus of the
state;

Whereas the leadership of Cambodia’s security
forces, including all of its top military and po-
lice commanders, sit on the Central Committee
of the Politburo of the CPP;

Whereas the CPP controls Cambodia’s par-
liament and can pass legislation without any
opposition, and has often passed laws that ben-
efit its rule and weaken the capacity of the op-
position to challenge it;

Whereas each of the five elections that have
taken place in Cambodia since 1991 were not
conducted in circumstances that were free and
fair, and each were marked by fraud, intimida-
tion, violence, and the government’s misuse of
legal mechanisms to weaken opposition can-
didates and parties;

Whereas, in 2015, the CPP-controlled par-
liament passed the ‘‘Law on Associations and
Non-Governmental Organizations’, known as
LANGO, which gave the government sweeping
powers to revoke the registration of NGOs found
to be operating with a political bias in a blatant
attempt to restrict the legitimate work of civil
society;

Whereas, since the passage of LANGO, the In-
terior Ministry has announced that it was
surveilling several civil society organizations
and their employees for allegedly aiding Cam-
bodia’s opposition party, the Cambodia National
Rescue Party (CNRP);

Whereas both the National Democratic Insti-
tute (NDI) and the International Republican In-
stitute (IRI) have a long history in Cambodia,
engaging local partners and building capacity
for civil society, democracy, and good govern-
ance;

Whereas, on August 23, 2017, Cambodia’s Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs ordered the closure of
NDI and the expulsion of its foreign staff on al-
legations that it had violated LANGO and was
conspiring against Prime Minister Hun Sen;

Whereas, on September 15, 2017, Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen called for the withdrawal of all
volunteers from the United States Peace Corps,
which has operated in Cambodia since 2006 with
500 United States volunteers providing English
language and healthcare training;

Whereas the Government of Cambodia in 2016
arrested four senior staff members of the Cam-
bodian Human Rights and Development Asso-
ciation (ADHOC), as well as a former ADHOC
staff member and official on the National Elec-
tion Committee (NEC), and held them in pre-
trial detention for 427 days until released on
bail on June 29, 2017, in the wake of sustained
international pressure;

Whereas the Government of Cambodia ar-
rested activist and women’s rights defender Tep
Vanny in August 2016 and has kept her in pris-
on for over a year;

Whereas the prominent Cambodian political
commentator Kem Ley was assassinated on July
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